Note: Any discussion of tax treatment is not intended and should not be considered as tax advice. Please consult IRS regulations and/or your personal tax professional for advice on your tax position. The IRS website (www.irs.gov) contains publications that may be helpful in determining your contribution, particularly Publications 526 and 561.

For those God is leading to give to Sojourn’s Vision, here are some creative ideas to increase your impact above and beyond your regular giving. These are merely suggestions of creative ways to participate and maximize your support. Pray through the list and respond to God’s leading if some of these ideas apply to you.

· Divert Funds: Free up funds currently going to other areas of spending. Some examples: entertainment, dining out, cable TV, cell phones, high-speed internet, dues, subscriptions, gifts, and/or allowances.

· Delay Purchases: Delay purchases of major items such as cars, furniture, remodeling, computer/electronic equipment, clothing, and/or trips.  In addition, consider giving out of savings set aside for purchasing or replacing items, retirement or other savings goals.

· Transfer Appreciated Assets: Stocks, Bonds, or Real Estate … you may be in a position to transfer highly appreciated assets to the (don’t sell them first) and forego capital gains tax and still enjoy the full market value of the asset as a tax deduction.

For more, contact jestes@sojournchurch.com.

· Personal Property: Sell these assets (or have them appraised for sale), such as jewelry, artwork, cars, trucks, trailers, boats or RVs and donate the proceeds directly to Sojourn. Please contact jestes@sojournchurch.com for more information.

· Note: If you are making more than $5000 in vehicle donations within the year, the vehicles must be formally appraised. IRS Publications 521 and 526 sets forth the manner in which you are to determine the donated value of your property.

· Unplanned Income: Dedicate future raises, bonuses, tax refunds and other increased income you anticipate.

· Freedom from Debt: As debt obligations are fulfilled, give the freed-up revenue.

· Income Producing Assets: Give interest income, payments from rental properties or monies from other income producing assets.

· Corporate Gifts: Can you use your business as a source for in-kind giving such as building materials, equipment, building trade services, etc.? This can be fully deductible as a business expense.

· Additional Work Income: Take a part-time job or come out of retirement and dedicate the earnings.

· Cash Flow: Give smaller amounts at higher frequencies. Weekly, semi-monthly, or monthly giving has a cumulative benefit … it allows large gifts to be reached in smaller steps.

